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COMM 663
Research Methods for Tndustry
spring, 2007

Dr. John Dimnick

3045A Derby Llall

Phone: 292-0168

LEmail: Dimnuek, Liaosu,edu
Office hours: I'BA and by
appoeintment

Course marerials
Joann Keyton. Commumcation Research (2™ Lidition). Boston: MeGraw-11ill, 2006.
Course description

The course covers the major research methods used in the communication industries and
provides a survey ol applications of research in the media industries. The class is
formed into a research orgamzntion thar employs focus groups, content analysis and
surveys in a research projeet on a problem facing contemporary media industries.

Academic misconduct

All students a1 Ohwo State Lniversity are bound by the Cede of Student Conduct

(see:www osiedu/unds/suiallicse.php), Vielations of this code in this class, especially
pertaining o 335-25-404 Section A on Academic Misconduet, will be aggressively prosecuted
through the procedures the university has set up to deal with violations of the Code, In short,
don't cheat on exams and don't plagiarize. Possible penaltics for academic misconduct include,
among other things, [ailure in this course, revocation of funding, and even expulsion from the
university.

Tentative narure of this sylfabus

This syllabus represents a conlriet in the works, Events (hit transpire over the quarter may, in
rare cireumstances, reguire nie W modify the adminisiration of this course and therefore the
sylabus. In the event | need w modity the syllabus, 1 will announce the moditication in class.

Ultimately. it is your responsibility o keep up with any such modifications and be aware of
current policies, deadlines. ele.

Students with special needs
I you peed un accommodation based on the impact of a disability, you should contact me o

ArTAnge d appoiinent as soon as possible. At the appointment we can discuss the course
lormat. anticipate vour needs and explore potential accommodations. T rely on the Office for



Disability Services for assistance i verifying the need for accommodations and developing
accommuodation Strategies. [ you hive not previously the Office for Disability Services, 1
gncourage you todo so
Course outline:

Week | Lecture Topie or Activity Reading
1 | Introduetion and Overview ol Research Methods Keyton, Chaps. | and 2
2 Focus Groups Keyton, Chapter 4 and 14
3 l'ocus Groups Chapters 15 and 16
4 Chapters 6 and 9
Surveys Presentation of Focus Gronp Resnlts.
5 Surveys Chapters 7 and 10
6 Chapters 13
I Content Anulysis Midterm Exam |
i Chapter 10
Presemtation of Content Analysis Results
8 | Experiments and Field Experiments, Causation Chapters 8 and 11
9 Examples of Industry Research Chapter 17
10
Industry Research contd, Presentation of Survey Results
11 Presenfation and Final Report ~ Final Exam
Exams:

There will be two exams during the quarter comprised of multiple-choice questions.

Project:
There will be a group prloject during which you will huve the opportunity to practice using the
methods discussed in eloss, As vour proup completes each step you must have Dr. Dimmick’s
approval before continumg on w the next step. You will be graded on three eriteria, your
group’s performance on the project (e.g., ticeling requirements, a quality presentation, a well
written paper). tuuely complenon of each step, and a peer/sell evaluation.

Evaluation:

Midterm Exam 25%

Final lixam 5% B
Project _ |40%

(C'lass attendance 10%

Final Exam:

As per

University Final Exam Schedule

b




